
Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 26, 2023 – Good Shepherd Parish 
 

Scripture Reading: Ezek 37:12-14 
Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves 
and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the land of 
Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves and have you rise from them, O my people! I will 
put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you 
upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the LORD. I 
have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

Psalm: Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
    LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my voice in supplication.  
 
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, 
    LORD, who can stand? 
But with you is forgiveness, 
    that you may be revered.  
 
I trust in the LORD; 
    my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 
    let Israel wait for the LORD. 
 
For with the LORD is kindness 
    and with him is plenteous redemption; 
and he will redeem Israel 
    from all their iniquities. 

Scripture Reading: Rom 8:8-11 
Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you are in 
the spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of the One 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also, through his Spirit dwelling in you. 

Gospel: John 11:1-45 
Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who had anointed the 
Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was 
her brother Lazarus who was ill. So the sisters sent word to 
Jesus saying, "Master, the one you love is ill." When Jesus 
heard this he said, "This illness is not to end in death, but is for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it." Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So 
when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the 
place where he was. Then after this he said to his disciples, 
"Let us go back to Judea." The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, 
the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back 
there?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in a day? 
If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he 
sees the light of this world. But if one walks at night, he 
stumbles, because the light is not in him." He said this, and 
 

then told them, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to 
awaken him." So the disciples said to him, "Master, if he is 
asleep, he will be saved." But Jesus was talking about his 
death, while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. So then 
Jesus said to them clearly, "Lazarus has died. And I am glad for 
you that I was not there, that you may believe. Let us go to 
him." So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, 
"Let us also go to die with him." 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only 
about two miles away. And many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but 
Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know 
that whatever you ask of God, God will give you." Jesus said to 
her, "Your brother will rise." Martha said to him, "I know he 
will rise, in the resurrection on the last day." Jesus told her, "I 
am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even 
if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, 
Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, the one who is coming into the world." 
 
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary 
secretly, saying, "The teacher is here and is asking for you." As 
soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. For 
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still where 
Martha had met him. So when the Jews who were with her in 
the house comforting her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, 
they followed her, presuming that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping 
and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became 
perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, "Where have you laid 
him?" They said to him, "Sir, come and see." And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, "See how he loved him." But some of them 
said, "Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have done something so that this man would not have died?" 
 
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone lay across it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, 
the dead man's sister, said to him, "Lord, by now there will be a 
stench; he has been dead for four days." Jesus said to her, "Did 
I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?" 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and 
said, "Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you 
always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
that they may believe that you sent me." And when he had said 
this, he cried out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The 
dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and 
his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, "Untie 
him and let him go." Now many of the Jews who had come to 
Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 
 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God. 
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud. 
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that emerges. Reflect on 
this quietly or share it aloud. 
 

INVITATION TO REFLECT 
Very soon Holy Week will be here. Let us be frank. Jesus will go from the status of great healer and holy man to that of a 
common criminal who is humiliated and put to death. What could he be thinking as he goes toward such a fate? What was 
Jesus’ attitude toward death and Good Friday? Was he unmoved by such a prospect? 
This Sunday gives us a clue. 
Human love gets its life from God’s love. Even life itself gets its being from God’s love. It seems that he gives a real life 
illustration. Even though our Gospel reading says, “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,” yet oddly he had 
remained out of town during the days of his friend’s illness and death. He could have gone but delayed instead. When he 
finally makes the trip, Martha says, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died." Hard words. She sends for 
her sister Mary who says, “Where were you!”  
As the psalm puts it, God, my God, why have you forsaken me? When Jesus sees the tears of Mary and the friends who 
surrounded her, he “becomes disturbed and deeply troubled.” This is a picture of Jesus we do not ordinarily see. The 
famous words that follow are unlike any others in the Gospels: 
“And Jesus wept.” Jesus was not indifferent toward death or toward his loved ones, not at all. But his tears make Mary 
and Martha’s question still more poignant. “You love us and you loved him; why did you not come to us when he was still 
alive, when you could have saved him?” I think many of us are tempted to ask God that same question when a loved one 
dies. 
 

Look back at the beginning of Sunday’s Gospel to find the answer. Jesus told the disciples, “this illness of my friend is not 
going to end in death.” What? It isn’t? Lazarus is dead! And then we see Jesus’ re-arrangement of human values. “This is 
happening for the Glory of God,” he tells them. He is saying that he knows this is hard for them to comprehend so he has 
to show them in the flesh that even sorrow and death are immersed in God’s always gentle love. They are like flowers 
sprouting out of an “earth” which is love. The glorious love of God undergirds everything else. Every other love gets its 
growth from God’s love. Even life gets its life from God’s love. So Jesus calls out in a loud voice, calls to the love where 
Lazarus’ soul is resting even in the midst of death and decay. He calls to God’s pregnant love. From that womb the life of 
Lazarus was born and now is born again. Out of the tomb he walks. And so Jesus is right. Lazarus’ illness does not lead 
to final death. We usually have it backwards. We always think of love as an emotion that springs from the fact that we are 
alive. But the opposite is true. Life is a condition that springs from the fact that we are rooted in God’s love. This love is 
the real earth and real ground. When life ends, we are drawn back into love’s rich loam. Jesus cast his voice into this 
fertile ground when he said, “Lazarus, come out!” And love, stronger than life or death, gladly obeyed, letting earthly life 
be there again. The cross is referred to in advance here. Jesus’ own death and resurrection are foretold. Very soon Jesus 
will have to trust in his own words, that his suffering “will not end in death,” death of his oneness with the Father. “It would 
be happening for the Glory of God.” 
 

Trust love. Life has its roots there. 
Faith Sharing 

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 
1. Would your actions change if you really believed you had access to the Holy Spirit at all times? How? 
2. According to St. Paul, “those of you who are in the flesh cannot please God.” Do you think he meant, “those of 

you who are led by the temptations of the flesh cannot please God”? Is there a difference?   
3. How do all the elements in the story of the raising of Lazarus point to Jesus’ words,” I am the resurrection and the 

life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live”? Compare Jesus’ statement, “Untie him and let him go,” 
with Moses’ statement to the Pharaoh, “Let my people go.”  
 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for the gift of one another’s 
openness and sensitivity. Conclude with the following: 
Good and gracious Father, when your Son Jesus raised Lazarus from dead, he showed that we will be given new life.  We walk 
every day in the light and hope of resurrection.  Help us to live each day in gratitude for the gift of our very being.  Move our 
hearts and minds to share the gifts of life and hope.  Help us to seek freedom from all the bonds that still hold us.  Help us to 
reach out to those outside our community’s acceptance.  We remember especially _________ (name silently or aloud).  We pray 
this through Christ our Lord and in the unity of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 

Adapted from PRAYERTIME, Cycle A: Faith-Sharing Reflections on the Sunday Gospels. Copyright © 2023 by RENEW International.

Prayer to St. Michael 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen 


